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Ms utmost to perform his duty, clinging as long as
he could to the hope that there would be no final
break with England. Throughout the winter, how-
ever, from almost every part of the country the de-
mands of the Colonists for independence became
louder and more urgent and these he heard repeated
and discussed during his visit to the Congress. On
May 3 ist he wrote his brother John Augustine
Washington:

Things have come to that pass now, as to convince us,
that we have nothing more to expect from the justice of
Great Britain; also, that she is capable of the most de-
lusive acts; for I am satisfied, that no commissioners
ever were designed, except Hessians and other foreigners;
and that the idea was only to deceive and throw us off
our guard. The first has been too effectually accom-
plished, as many members of Congress, in short, the
representation of whole provinces, are still feeding
themselves upon the dainty food of reconciliation; and
though they will not allow, that the expectation of it has
any influence upon their judgment, (with respect to
their preparations for defence,) it is but too obvious,
that it has an operation upon every part of their con-
duct, and is a clog to their proceedings. It is not in the
nature of things to be otherwise; for no man, that en-
tertains a hope of seeing this dispute speedily and equi-
tably adjusted by commissioners, will go to the same
expense and run the same hazards to prepare for the
worst event, as he who believes that he must conquer, or
submit to unconditional terms, and its concomitants,
such as confiscation, hanging, etc. etc.1

1 Ford, iv, 106. spring the battles of Lexington
